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When the Germans crossed the Albert Canal in the first few
hours of the campaign the whole situation, was changed.
That the High Command did not alter its tactics accord-
ingly was the third error. For though honor demanded that
help be sent to Belgium there was no requirement as to where
or how it should be given. And as regards the Netherlands,
there was no requirement to give help at all. It was purely a
matter of expediency. General Giraud's rapid advance be-
yond Antwerp is hard to explain if the Allied High Command
knew, as it should have known, that the Belgians had already
lost their first battles and were in a bad way, while the Dutch
were being driven rapidly back and their country already
had been cut almost in two. Moreover, on May 12 the Ger-
mans had broken through General Corap's defenses on the
Meuse at Sedan and Givet, threatening the Allied forces in
Belgium from the southeast. Yet those forces did not receive
the formal order to retire until the evening of May 15.
The "contributory negligence" of the Belgian and Nether-
land Governments must not be forgotten. They had stub-
bornly resisted offers from London and Paris to concert com-
mon means of defense with the Allies. They even had refused
to concert means of defense between themselves.
The Belgian Government in October 1936 decided to fol-
low a course of independent neutrality. In place of Locarno,
just repudiated by Germany, it sought a pledge of non-aggres-
sion from Herr Hitler, and received it on October 13, 1937*
Herr Hitler promised to respect Belgian independence and
integrity. Meanwhile, the Belgian Government had sought